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CHAPTER IX,
CONSPIRACY  (1773).
MACKLIN, always changing and restless, wrote, on December 22, 1772, to Colman, who was now acting manager of Covent Garden, to offer his services to that theatre. Mr. Colman was only too ready to agree with Macklin, who, now in his seventy-fourth year, was from a manager's point of view, a certain "draw" in Shylock, Sir Archy, and other favourite parts. He therefore asked Macklin to be kind enough to dictate his own terms. On February 17, 1773, Macklin sent him his proposals, informing him, with a touch of buoyant egotism not unpleasing in a man of seventy-three, that "he had thought of Richard III., Macbeth, King Lear, and other parts, such as would suit his time of life." Colman, probably, passed laughingly over these suggestions of new parts, as the vain foolishness of an old man, and, glad to obtain so good an actor, agreed in a general way to the terms proposed. Macklin, however, regarded his d'ebut in Macbeth and Richard III. in a very different light, and the question as to his right to these parts became a public matter of burning interest, owing to the following circumstances.
It appears that in the spring of 1773, Mr. William Smith, comedian, disagreed with Mr. George Colman, manager of Covent Garden, and gave formal notice that